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pacificus 

Figs. 4-7 - Discoaster pacificus n. sp. 4) View showing the shorter stem-side. Paratype negative SM 
18/9. x 2.200. 5-7) Views showing the larger stem-side. (5) Holotype negative SM 18/14. x 3000. (6) De

tails of the larger stem of specimen in fig. 5. x 12000. (7) Paratype negative: SM 3/6. x 5000. 
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Fig. 3 - Reconstruction of Discoaster pacificus 
n. sp. from paratype SM3/6. x 3300. 



Description: 

Diagnosis: Asteroliths with 11-15 pointed, slightly curving rays joined together for about 
half their lengths from the centre. On one side each ray extends into the central area along 
a plane perpendicular to the plane of the asterolith to form a hollow cylindrical stem. The 
opposite side possesses a similar but smaller stem. 

Description: Large discoaster (13-30 fl.) with rays flattened in a vertical plane and joined to
gether for about half their length from the centre. They are thinner and flatter near the central 
area but become thicker near the free ends so that cross section of a free end is subcircular 
in outline. On one side of the discoaster each ray curves vertically to form a hollow cylindrical 
stem (figs. 5-7). The other side of the discoaster has a similar but smaller stem 
(fig. 4). The rays curve slightly in a clockwise direction, as seen from the large stem
side and in an anticlockwise direction as seen from the smaller stem side. The smaller stem 
may be closed in some spec1mens. 

Dimension of the holotype: diameter 23 fL· 

Remarks: 

This species shows some similarity to Discoaster boulangeri LEZAUD, 1968, but the construction 
of the rays in the latter is quite different. They are joined for more than two-third of their 
length and do not curve as in the present species (Lezaud, 1968, pl. 1, figs. 9-12). The range 
of dimensions in D . boulangeri is also different (10-12 fL as compared to 13-30 fL in the 
present new species). 

Type level: 

Eocene. 

Type locality: 

Tertiary core in the Central Pacific Ocean. 

Depository: 

Collection of the Geological institution, University of Stockholm. Holotype: Negative Number 
SM 18/14. 

Author: 

Haq, U. Z. B., 1969, p. 11; pl. 4, figs. 4-7; text-fig. 3. 

Reference: 

The structure of Eocene coccoliths and discoasters from a Tertiary deep-sea core in the Central 
Pacific. Stockholm Contributions in Geology, vol. 21, n° 1, pp. 1-19, pls. 1-5, 4 text-figs. 
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